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1. Gift cards, crypto, wires, Bitcoin ATMs, cash to a courier = SCAM. No real business,

bank or government agency asks to be paid that way.

2. Never read a code to anyone who calls you. Not even "the bank". Codes you're texted

are only for you.

3. Hang up and call back using the number on your card, your bill, or below. Never use a

number or link from the message.

4. "Don't tell anyone" = SCAM. Call family first. Our family safe word is:

5. Rushed? Threatened? Won a prize? Slow down. Real agencies don't threaten arrest

by phone. Real prizes are free.

My bank / card (back of card)

Family member

Family member

Medicare 1-800-633-4227

AARP Fraud Watch Helpline (free) 877-908-3360

Report a scam ReportFraud.ftc.gov · Forward scam texts to 7726

Sources: FTC (gift card, text and impostor scam guidance), FCC (family safe word), SSA OIG, AARP. Check any message
free at AskBeforeYouSend.com. This sheet is educational and not legal or financial advice.


